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1ˢᵗ University
Entrepreneurship AcademyMartin Olczyk

Former Managing Director 
Techstars 

A student focused entrepreneur training program by Martin Olczyk, one of the most successful ex-
Techstars Managing Directors connecting the Budapest – Torino startup ecosystems

APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN
INFO SESSION: May 7 | APPLICATION DEADLINE: May 12.

The launchpad for tomorrow's entrepreneurial success stories

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfJdZ77d70Bu7mhhzFv9zA7y9u89I2btA67R15LoL76WyIPqg/viewform?usp=send_form


Get exposed to real startups, cutting-edge technology, and a global
network of entrepreneurs and investors — including a visit to Torino

(Italy), meeting founders in a thriving ecosystem, and joining Wave (Italian
Tech Week) with previous speakers such as:

 Jeff Bezos (Amazon), Sam Altman (OpenAI), and Brian Chesky (Airbnb)
 

- 

while learning what it truly means to be a founder, in practice, not theory.

https://wavebyvento.com/


We launched the Entrepreneurship Academy because entrepreneurial talent
doesn't start at Series A — it starts in classrooms. 

Too many ambitious students in Italy and Central Eastern Europe have the
drive but lack exposure to venture thinking, fundraising mechanics, and real

founder stories. 

Europe doesn't lack intelligence. It lacks early encouragement to take risks.
The Entrepreneurship Academy is designed to normalize entrepreneurship
for students - to show them that building a company is not an exception, but

an option.

Today’s students are tomorrow’s entrepreneurs



Led by a former Entrepreneur and Investor in +100 startups

Former Managing Director Techstars (Berlin, Amsterdam, Turin)

Build one of the best performing Accelerators globally, outperforming

programs in New York, Miami, Berlin, London, Paris and many others

- out of  Torino

4x founder (1x exit, 1x failure, 2x bootstrapped)

Held CEO/CFO/COO roles

Raised EUR +1bn EUR in Venture Capital

Advised on +30 exits worth EUR +10bn

Techstars portfolio companies raised EUR +250m

Martin Olczyk



Martin’s Portfolio has created dozens of global Champions
and global Pitch Winners

WebSummit Pitch Winner 2024 & 2025
beating 5,400 startups

Granter.ai

Intuitivo



With multiple companies from idea to Exit



Hear from founders who were Students and became
Entrepreneurs with Martin’s support

Read the blog or watch the video
interview

Read the blog or watch the
video interview in the blog

Read the blog or watch the video
interview

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/from-babysitting-to-survive-acquisition-sebastians-8-year-olczyk-iwd3f/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=osKWdni4RQc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=osKWdni4RQc
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/2020-two-students-walked-ogr-six-years-later-theyre-powering-olczyk-sx6tf/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=osKWdni4RQc
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/sunday-email-turned-36m-arr-martin-olczyk-td7ff/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fe75XfPVl9M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fe75XfPVl9M


Entrepreneurship Academy Core Components

Kick-Off Events

BudaConnect and
University Kick-off 

Masterclasses

Workshops and Events in
Budapest / Torino / Online 

Pitch coaching & Pitch Day

Hands-on pitch coaching
from experts 

Mentorship

Support from international
mentors and investors 

Cohort and Peer learing

Sessions with international
startup founders 

Networking
Opportunities to meet other
university incubators like B4i
(Milano), I3P/ESCP (Torino)



Masterclasses, Mentoring and expert
coaching, Pitch Coaching, Founder Panels,

in-person
BudaConnect Community Event

Entrepreneurship Academy Timing

Kick-off Event in
Budapest, in-person

Presentation of
Startups to

community of
mentors,investors,
startups, in-person

You will be invited (cost covered!) to
an innovation trip to Torino, Italy! You

will meet other founders, investors,
and local and international innovation

players. As a highlight, you will
attend the Wave Conference

(formerly Italian Tech Week) ane of
Europe's premier tech conferences, it

features over 70 sessions on AI,
robotics, and design. Confirmed
speakers include Dario Amodei

(Anthropic) and Jony Ive (the iPhone
designer!).

Academy Start
Week 1*

Academy Start
Week 2-8*

Pitch Day
Week 10*

Torino International Visit

https://wavebyvento.com/


Entrepreneurship Academy Key Outcomes

The Founder Academy is designed to introduce students to what a startup really is and what it truly means to
build one. Participants will learn how startups are formed, how ideas are transformed into companies, and how
early-stage ventures are launched, validated, and scaled. Through a structured yet highly practical curriculum,
students will gain hands-on exposure to the realities of entrepreneurship - well beyond theory.

A core element of the program is direct interaction with experienced founders who have built companies from
zero and successfully raised millions in venture capital. These sessions provide an unfiltered view into the
challenges, trade-offs, failures, and breakthroughs that define the startup journey, helping students develop a
realistic and resilient founder mindset.

Program participants will learn best practices for building scalable, high-growth companies, with a strong focus
on the specific needs of early-stage startups preparing to raise their first institutional capital. Topics include
customer discovery, product-market fit, business model design, go-to-market strategy, team formation,
fundraising fundamentals, and investor readiness-drawing on proven methodologies and content originating
from Techstars and other international accelerators.

By the conclusion of the Founder Academy, students will be well positioned to launch or accelerate their own
ventures, engage confidently with investors, and contribute meaningfully to the growth of the local and
international startup ecosystem.

Founder Best
Practices 

Connection to
Startups

Understanding
Venture Capital

Readiness to
Start up



Throughout the Program, the (future) founders will be exposed to training and discussions in many areas, which includes
masterclasses and pitch practices. The course includes live sessions and self-learning components.

Examples of our masterclasses that will be included:

What is a startup and how to launch one
Founder Stories Panel
Customer Discovery
Measure your Progress with KPIs
ClearPitch - How To Master Your Pitch and Pitch Deck
Product/Market Fit
From Seed to Scale: What You Need to Know About Startup Funding
Financial Modeling 101: Learn Why & How to Build a Financial Model
Importance of Storytelling
Pitch practice

Entrepreneurship Academy Examples



What founders say about working with Martin

"Martin is inspiring, motivating, super good with
honest feedback, definitely knows how to create
a community."  
- Andrea Rotella, COO&Founder Gymnasio

"Martin is a rockstar and it is the kind of
people I want around me both
professionally and not. A hard worker but
always with a smile or a good joke. Very
tough and direct when we did not perform
well enough, but he helped us grow and
reach for great results."
- Franceso Semerano, CEO & Founder
Voltaage

"Martin is the biggest asset of the program." 
- Cinzia Tessarolo, CEO & Founder FamilyHappy

"He was always ready to help, always gave
the right advice. He always introduced me
to the right people."
- Valentyn Zavadski, CTO & Founder
InputSoft

"Martin is a very honest and trustworthy
person. He was always very understand and
tried to put himself in our shoes before
giving suggestions. This really helped
because his suggestions would be really
helpful.” 
- Leonardo Chhabra, COO & Founder G2Q
Computing

"He is one of the most helpful and smartest
people I met, huge help to us and the office
hours were giving us incredible value."

"Martin has been a huge help during the
program. His insights in fundraising, product
building, iterating has helped us to define clear
goals, where to move forward and how to
validate these ideas. We'd have been much far
behind without his help.”

"Outstanding experience and practical
guidance"

"Martin is the best guy to have around if
you want to build a company. Useful
feedback, great attitude... probably the
person from which I learnt the most during
the program"
- Pietro Maria Picogna, CEO & Founder
Pack



APPLY TODAY AND DON’T LIVE OTHER’S DREAMS 
- 

BUILD YOUR OWN FUTURE!
APPLICATION

Deadline May 12, 12pm.

Live Info Session
May 7, 17:30 at Obuda University, Bécsi ut 96/b

This event will be followed by the showing of a movie called ”General Magic”

The Entrepreneurship Academy will start on May 21st.
For more information and updates, e-mail: urbancsok.evelin@obudaunivc.com

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfJdZ77d70Bu7mhhzFv9zA7y9u89I2btA67R15LoL76WyIPqg/viewform?usp=send_form
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